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A hypothetical…

You are a member of the Savvy Social Science Scholars group (S4).
The new administration in the New York City Mayor’s Office has
approached you to help them develop public policies to support
children as New York City recovers from the COVID-19 pandemic.
You have agreed to provide The Mayor’s Office a research-informed
public policy proposal that builds on existing public policy in one of
four areas: health, education, early childhood development, or public
administration.
The Mayor’s Office is also eager to avoid lawsuits or copyright
infringement so they have asked you to also provide a set of resources
that complement your policy recommendation that are Open
Education Resources (OER) to guide their staff in understanding and
implementing the policy.
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City-level Child Public Policy Proposal
outline (X date)/ group presentation (X date)/ final paper (X date): 50 points
Students will complete a group project, which they will present to the class during the final
class meeting, and an individual or group paper based on the project that they will submit by
XX.
This project will be designing a public policy intervention to support children’s well-being as
New York City recovers from the COVID-19 pandemic, either by introducing a protective factor,
mediating variable, or minimizing a risk factor. The proposed public policy will be based on
relevant current public policies and five OER resources, and take into account the particular
characteristics and needs of the community the policy is designed to support (i.e. New York City
children).
Build on the work we’ve done together this semester to identify the policy area your group will
focus on and current policies. Identify appropriate OER resources by revisiting this site:
https://library.ccny.cuny.edu/oer/find
•

Project Outline (DUE XX) = 10 points;
Approximately 2 pages double-spaced. The outline should describe the general focus of
your public policy proposal in 1-2 paragraphs at the top, and then provide a header and very
brief description of each section that your presentation/paper will include: Introduction and
brief review of relevant research studies; Proposed public policy; five OER resources that
support your proposal.

•

Group Presentation (DUE XX) = 15 points;
Approximately 5-7 minutes PowerPoint presentation introducing the existing foundational
public policy, your new policy, its research basis, and the OER resources you’ve identified.

•

Individual/Group Final paper (DUE XX) = 25 points.
Approximately 3-5 pages, based on project outline.

•

Late submission: 2 points off the total for each day late.
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PAPER GRADING RUBRICi 24points + 1 pt extra credit

Causal Model

Policy Context

Proposed
Public Policy

Sources

Excellent (6pts)

Good (5pts)

Needs Improvement
(4pts)
Model identifies Cause,
Effect, Mediators, and
potential Moderator
variables. Some lack of
clarity around logic/
ordering.

Poor (3pts)

F

Model clearly identifies
Cause, Effect, Mediators,
and potential Moderator
variables. Variables are
presented in clear, logical
flow that draws on
literature about COVID
and child well-being.
Paper includes a
description of the public
policy context and –
drawing on the research
literature -presents a
compelling and accurate
description of how this
context bolsters children’s
well-being.
Policy is clearly based on
the literature and relevant
to the context of COVID19 and children.
Policy and explanation
draw on at least 3
scholarly sources from
class reading list and 5
OER sources identified by
group

Model clearly identifies
Cause, Effect, Mediators,
and potential Moderator
variables. Variables are
presented in clear, logical
order.

Model fails to identify
appropriate variables.
Logic, clarity of model
is substantively flawed.

Paper includes a
description of the public
policy’s context and –
drawing on the research
literature -describes how
this context bolsters the
children‘s resilience.

Paper includes a
description of the public
policy’s context and
describes how the
context bolsters the
children’s resilience, but
does not cite literature in
explanation.

Either no description is
provided, or there are
numerous factual
mistakes or
oversimplifications in
explanation of
context’s relevance.

P
L
A
G
I
A
R
I
S
M

Policy is relevant, but
reader must “connect the
dots”.

Policy is proposed, but
does not appear to be
responsive to the context.

Policy is unclear or
absent.

Intervention and
explanation draw on at
least 3 scholarly sources
from class reading list and
3 OER sources identified by
the group.

Intervention and
explanation draw on at
least 1-2 scholarly sources
identified from class
reading list and at least 12 OER sources.

Paper does not list
sources.

adapted from Dr. Jay Aronson’s Essay and Research Paper Grading Rubric,
https://www.cmu.edu/teaching/designteach/teach/rubrics.html
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